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Great Salt Lake’s location with its 15,000 square miles of water environment, its remote islands 
and shoreline, and 400,000 acres of wetlands translates into a “bird magnet.”  Birds of regional, 
national, and international significance depend on the Lake for resident feeding and sanctuary, 
breeding, or for migratory stopover. 
 
Great Salt Lake supports between two and five million shorebirds, as many as 1.7 million eared 
grebes, and hundreds of thousands of waterfowl during Spring and Fall migration.  The Lake and 
its marshes provide a resting and staging area for birds, as well as an abundance of brine shrimp 
and brine flies that serve as food.  Because of its importance to migratory birds, the Lake was 
designated as part of the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network. 
 
Bird watching is popular at many spots around the lake, including the federally managed Bear 
River Bird Refuge and the state's Farmington Bay Waterfowl Management Area. Great Salt Lake 
Shorelands Preserve is the lake’s largest nesting area for white-faced ibis. The preserve is also 
home to a large concentration of snowy plovers, American avocets and black-necked stilts, 
which nest along the shorelines on saline flats and in bulrush marshes. Large numbers of 
waterfowl including redhead, cinnamon teal, mallard and gadwall are reared along the lake’s 
shores. 
 
For a list of birds that have recently been seen at the Great Salt Lake, visit 
http://www.xmission.com/~fogsl/about/2004birds.html 
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